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Preface

The purpose ofthis publication is twofold. Almost one hundred years ago, my great-grandfather, JohnMcDonald
(1835-1917) wrote a series ofarticles for theParkhill Post to commemorate the arrival in 1849 of Scottish families to
Bomish and the immediate development ofEast andWest Williams Townships. In 1949, my grandfather, Lachlan P
McDonald (1874-1952), and his sisters, Effie and Catherine Ann, produced a booklet as part ofthe centennial
celebrations ofthis community. And so, today, this publication has been compiled to help commemorate the
sesquicentennial of the Bonnsh communrty-150 years since the arrival ofthe Scottish families and 50 years ofDutch
and Belgian settlement.

Secondly, I hope this bookwill assist future family historians in researching the progress ofthe Scottish pioneer
families of 1849-51 or ofthe Dutch and Belgian newcomers of 1949-51. These groups, strong in their faith and
determined in their will to succeed, had a profound impact on the agricultural development ofBomish and its
surrounding countryside.

This is not a history ofBomish "written from scratch". Instead, this book contains several published and
unpublished articles including the McDonald ones mentioned above relating to the community-its church and its
people. While this results in some duplication, it preserves the original thoughts and wording ofthe authors.

It opens with two perspectives on the migrations ofScots to the Bomish area. One is an excerpt from a doctoral
thesis on the subject ofScottish emigration to Upper Canada. In particular, it focuses on the conditions that led to
emigration from the islands ofSouth Dist and Benbecula in Scotland's Outer Hebrides. The second picks up their lives
as they settle in their new home inwhat is now East andWest Williams Townships.

This is followed by the articles referred to above as well as material culled from local newspapers and other
sources.

Chapters 3 through 5 are concerned with priests, nuns and military personnel related to families in the Bornish area.
The biographical sketches ofthe priests are listed alphabetically. Those ofthe nuns are grouped by the religious
community to which they belonged. The biographical sketches ofmilitary personnel are listed alphabetically and
include those who served in the Spanish-American War 1898, WorldWar I1914-18, WorldWar II 1939-45, The
Korean War 1952-54 and the Vietnam War 1961-73.

Chapter 6 comprises a series ofnews articles, listed chronologically, that pertain to the lives and activities of
residents ofthe Bornish area. They have been gleaned from back issues ofthe following newspapers: The Parkhill
Gazette, The Gazette-Review, The ParkhillPost and The London Free Press.

Chapter 7 is devoted to the predominantly Roman Catholic, Scottish families who settled in the Bomish area
between 1849 and 1851 and is arranged alphabetically by surname. For each surname, there is information on its
meaning, as well as its origin on the islands ofBenbecula and/or South Uist. This is followed by a listing ofall families
ofthat surname who emigrated from these islands and ultimately settled in the Bomish area ofEast andWestWilliams
Townships. Finally, the subsections for each surname close with accounts offamily histories composed by some of
their descendants. These narratives illustrate the wide geographic dispersal ofsubsequent generations.

Chapter 8 contains in alphabetical order outlines ofDutch and Belgian families that settled in the Bomish area
between 1949 and 1951.

Appendix I consists ofmore than 65 wedding announcements, arranged alphabetically by groom, for residents and
former residents ofthe Bornish area. While the majority are for weddings in St. Columba and Sacred Heart Churches,
some announcements have been included for couples manied elsewhere.

Appendix II consists ofmore than 150 obituary notices, arranged alphabetically, for former residents ofthe Bomish
area. Again, while the majority are for interments in St. Columba Cemetery, some notices have been included for
individuals buried elsewhere.

Appendix ID attests to the migration, particularly for economic reasons, of Scottish families from the Bomnish area
to various parts ofMichigan between 1865 and 1885. These pioneer families were instrumental in founding the Roman
Catholic parishes of St. Columbkille in Sheridan Twp., Huron Co., Guardian Angels in Fremont Twp., Saginaw Co.,
and St. Mary's in St. Charles. An interview, in 1906, with one ofthe patriarchs complements the theme for this chapter.

And, finally, this compilation closes with a chronological account ofvarious visits ofBomish residents and their
descendants to the old homelands in the Outer Hebrides.

Donald E. Read
1181 Deer Park Rd.
Nepean, Ontario
Canada K2E 6H4

June 1999
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A full nominal index was not created for this publication. It is hoped that the following surname index may
provide the readerwith a means of locating a specific individual's name within the text.
All fonns of a given Scottish surname, e.g., McDonald, MacDonald, Macdonald, etc., are grouped together
as one entry in this index since many of the pioneer families used the spellings interchangeably.
If one is seeking an individual bearing a very common surname, it is suggested that one look for the spouse s
name or for the mother's maiden name in order to facilitate the search.Aarts 54, 56, 152, 279
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